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7. BLACKWINGED KITE, ELANUS CAERULEUS 
VOCIFERUS (LATHAM) TAKING IN FLIGHT 
A WOUNDED GREEN PIGEON, TRERON 
PHOENICOPTERA (LATHAM) 

On 6 September 1969, while collecting birds at Shindewadi (near 
Poona, 2\ kilometres south-east of Katraj Tunnel) I came across a pair 
of Blackwinged Kites Elanus caeruleus . They were very wary. I 
stalked them for well over an hour without being able to get within 
range for shooting with a twelve bore shotgun. The birds did not ven¬ 
ture very far but kept on changing perches in an approximately 1 sq. 
kilometre area. While chasing them I noticed some green pigeons, 
Treron phoenicoptera on a tall Ficus tree. Giving up the kites I went for 
the pigeons. At a pre-arranged signal my helper flushed them out of 
the tree by throwing a stone. As the group of fifteen or so flew above 
me, I managed a long shot injuring one. As the injured bird was sailing 
through the air losing height one of the Blackwinged Kites, who imme¬ 
diately after the shot had appeared on the scene, swooped on it and 
* carried it away. By the time I got over my surprise it was well out of 
range. 

The Blackwinged Kite normally takes larger insects, young or sick 
birds, small reptiles and rodents. Only once has it been recorded to 
take a wounded quail. All these are much smaller and comparatively 
lighter in weight than itself. To take a full grown pigeon, almost its 
equivalent in weight, speaks volumes for the courage and strength of 
this little Kite. 
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